Th€ Essentials {What we believe}

genesis community church

God is...

There is one God. He is infinite, eternal, and almighty. He is perfect in holiness, truth, and love. He exists in three
forms: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is a community of One.

God the Father is the Creator of all that exists. He created freely and supernaturally out of nothing. All
things were created for His glory and His honor. He is sovereign over all creation.

Jesus Christ is God made flesh. He is fully God and fully man. He was always with God and is God. He is
the agent of creation. It is only through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that man can be saved.
Jesus Christ reconciles sinful man to God.

When Jesus returned to Heaven to prepare a place for us, He sent the Counselor. This Counselor is the
Holy Spirit. He is the giver of life. He convicts of sin and persuades to repentance. It is by the leading of
the Holy Spirit that we have trust, faith, understanding, and opportunity to bring glory to God.

The Scriptures

The Bible, including the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New Testament, is the inspired
Word of God. It is through the Scriptures and the guidance of the Holy Spirit that we are led towards salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ. We are called to study the Scriptures and apply them to our lives. They are totally
sufficient as an authoritative guide to the Christian life.

The Church

The church is not a religious institution or denomination. The church is made up of all those who offer themselves
as genuine followers of Jesus Christ. The church exists to worship and glorify God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
It also exists to faithfully serve Him and to do His will on earth. All members of the church should also be a vital
and committed part of a local body. Each individual should be an integral part of the church body, nurtured and
equipped for the work and ministry of bringing glory to God by proclaiming salvation and reconciliation to all
through faith in Jesus Christ.



Th@ Pillars {Core Values}
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At Genesis Community Church we have four core values or “Pillars” that we strive to keep paramount in
everything that we do. These are some things that are important to us as a family. Each Pillar is represented by a
word from the Greek New Testament.

AOYOC

(Word) At GCC we have a passion for the Scriptures that God gave us. It is not simply a belief in the scriptures,
nor just a process of simply memorizing of the scriptures, nor merely reading the Scriptures. We believe that the
Scriptures are living, active, profitable, sustaining, and universal. The Scriptures are a pathway by which we can
know God more intimately. We desire as a family to hunger and thirst for the living word of God. This pillar

is represented by the Greek word logos. The word “logos” translates to “Word”, or “Word of God.” However,

it is not simply the word of God as it relates to Scripture, but Jesus Himself was the “logos” or “Word of God”
according to the Book of John. He was the “word become flesh”. We want to proclaim and believe in the power of

the living word of God.

e0paivw

(Rejoice/Celebrate) At GCC we want to constantly and consistently live out our lives in worship both corporately
and individually. We as children of God were created to worship. We want to bring glory, praise, and honor to
God in all that we do. However, we do not wish to worship God religiously, tediously, or begrudgingly out of
habit. We want to worship Him gladly. We want to celebrate Him joyfully in and out of season. We want to
constantly be reminded of the hope that He gives and the glory that He deserves. So we choose to represent our
pillar of worship with the word euphrainé. This is the Greek word for celebrate, or rejoice, or party. We want to
joyfully celebrate alongside one another as we give praise to God for all He has done.

OWHATOC

(Body) At GCC you will often hear the phrase “Not only because he says but because he IS”. We believe that

the church should be united in community, a community of one. We believe this because we believe that God
Himself was, is, and always will be a community of one. We want to exist as one body, one mind, and one spirit.
Paul uses the example of the human body as a way to understand this. The Greek word for body is somatos. All
the members and parts of the body exist together as one body. Each part has a job. Each member has a place. No
member is greater or less than any other. All are vital. All are valued. We want to exist as a community of one so
that the world may know that God is who He says He is! We believe our greatest witness to the world is our unity
in community.

SLKOVEW

(Servant) At GCC we believe that as a church, as a community, and as a body we are called to fulfill the great
commission of Jesus. We are to exist not for ourselves but for the continued redeeming work of Jesus Christ to the
world around us. This means: we serve, we love, and we give. . .freely. We want a mission bigger than us. We want
a call outside of our walls. We want to build the Kingdom. So we will serve Him, both inside and outside the walls
of our church building with open hands and open hearts. We will be humble servants...diakoneds.



Why Covenant Membership?
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Covenant is a Biblical concept; God made a covenant with Noah, with Abram, with the children of Israel, and
even brought a new covenant with Jesus Christ. A covenant is different from a contract or simple agreement
because it inherently implies meaningful relationships. At Genesis Community Church we believe that every
follower of Christ should be a part of a community of committed followers. Covenant is GCC's form of
membership. At GCC, we covenant with one another and together we covenant with God. The covenant of GCC
is birthed out of our love for the church body and its individual members. We hope each and every member will
experience the fullness of joy which is found in a relationship with Jesus Christ. Covenant Members keep each
other accountable in loving relationships of mutual submission. The covenant clarifies the Biblical obligations and
expectations for both the elders and the individual members, and it explains our basic beliefs and values. Our hope
is that it serves as a tool for reflection and growth toward holiness. As a covenant member of GCC, members

affirm the essentials and values (pillars) of GCC. Any follower of Christ may covenant with GCC by:
B Prayerfully considering the essentials and values (pillars) we hold to be true
B Interacting with those who are already covenant members of GCC

B Covenanting with us by choosing to embrace the essentials and values (pillars) of GCC

Biblical obligations of the elders:

As shepherds and overseers of the local church, elders are entrusted with protecting, leading, equipping, and caring
for the corporate church body and her individual members. The following is an overview of the requirements for
elders as spelled out within the scriptures.

The elders covenant...

B To appoint elders and other church leadership B To equip the member of the church for the work of
according to the criteria assigned by Scriptures ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16)
(1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)
B To be on guard against false teachers and teachings

B To prayerfully seek God’s will for our church (Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:3-7;
community and steward her resources to the best of 1 John 4:1)
our ability based on our study of the Scriptures and
the leading of the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28; B To lovingly exercise church discipline when
1 Peter 5:1-4) necessary, for the glory of God, the good of the
individual, and the health of the church as a whole
B To care for the church and seek her growth in (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5: Galatians 6:1;

grace, truth, and love (Matthew 28:16-20; Ephesians James 5:19-20)
4:15-16; Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4)
B To set an example by fulfilling the obligations of
B To provide teaching and counsel from the whole of church membership (Philippians 3:17;
Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 1 Timothy 4:16; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter 5:3)
2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1)



Why Covenant

Membership?
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Biblical obligations of members:

As those who have experienced the grace of a life changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ, we have the opportunity to
reflect the character of Christ through the pursuit of certain attitudes and actions and the rejection of others. The
Scriptures refer to this as “living by the Spirit” (Romans 8). This membership covenant is not an addition to the
Biblical obligations of a believer. Rather, this document serves primarily as an accessible explanation of what the

Scriptures teach about the obedience that comes through faith in Christ.

The members covenant...

To submit to the authority of the Scriptures
(Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

To pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular
Bible reading, prayer, fellowship, and practice
of spiritual disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11;

1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 5:1-21; 1
Thessalonians 5:21-22)

To follow the command and example of Jesus by
participating in the ordinances prescribed to His

Church:
* By being baptized after conversion

* By regularly remembering and celebrating the
person and work of Christ through communion

To regularly participate in the life of GCC by
attending weekly services, engaging in Biblical
community, and serving others both inside and
outside of our church (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews
10:23-25; Titus 3:14)

To steward the resources (including time, talents
gifts, and finances) God has given in a manner
that is sacrificial, joyful, voluntary, and consistent.
(Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians
8-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11)

To submit to the elders and other appointed leaders
of the church and join them in striving for unity
and peace within the Church (Ephesians 4:1-3;
Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5)

B To walk in holiness in all areas of life as an act of

worship to Jesus Christ. This would include, but is
not limited to:

* Abstaining from sexually immoral practices such
as adultery, homosexuality, premarital sex, and
pornography. (Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians
10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8;
Hebrews 13:4)

* Seeking to preserve the gift of marriage
(Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18, 1
Corinthians 7:10-11)

* Refraining from slander, malice, drunkenness,
gossip, and other sinful behavior. (Romans 1:28-
32, 13:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:18;
James 3:3-18)

* Avoiding such activities that the Scriptures would

deem foolish. (Romans 14:14-23)

To take seriously the responsibility of Christian
freedom (1 Corinthians 8:1-13)

To follow the Biblical procedures for church
discipline where sin is evident in another with
the hope of such discipline being repentance and
restoration, and to humbly and willingly receive
righteous and loving discipline when approached
Biblically by fellow believers (Psalm 141:5;
Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13;
Hebrews 12:5-11)



Membership Covenant
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The Pillars

At Genesis Community Church we have four core values or “Pillars” that we strive to keep paramount in
everything that we do. These are some things that are important to us as a family. Each Pillar is represented by a
word from the Greek New Testament.

AOyoc¢ OWHATOC
(Word) At GCC we have a passion for (Body) At GCC we desire to be a
the Scriptures that God gave us. community of one. “Not only because

He says, but because He IS.”

0pailvw )

(Rejoice/Celebrate) We want to live out dLXKOVEW

our lives in worship corporately and (Servant) We believe that we are called
individually. to fulfill the great commission of Jesus.

As a follower of Jesus Christ, I/we affirm the Essentials of Genesis Community Church. I/we also willingly adopt
the Core Values (Pillars) of Genesis Community Church. I/we joyfully enter into a covenant membership with the

family of Genesis.

Covenant Members:

Name Signature Birthdate

first and last mm | dd / yyyy
Name Signature Birthdate

first and last mm | dd / yyyy
Name Signature Birthdate

first and last mm | dd / yyyy
Name Signature Birthdate

first and last mm | dd / yyyy
Name Signature Birthdate

first and last mm | dd / yyyy
Street City State Zip

Home Phone Cell Phone Email




